Cultivating loveliness

A very Delaware goal for Dagsboro’s Hutchison

By Kerin Magill | Staff Reporter
Nov 13, 2025
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Did you know there’s a term for a swarm of

ladybugs?

Loveliness.

A swarm of ladybugs is called a loveliness.

That is the kind of thing you can learn if you
spend a few minutes with Dagsboro resident
Alva Hutchison.

Hutchison is about halfway through her first
year as president of the Delaware Federation
of Garden Clubs — and ladybugs are kind of

a theme.

Her business cards, carrying her new title, are
sprinkled with a floral design into which
ladybugs are incorporated. The cards also

include the slogan of the National Federation

of Garden Clubs since 2017: “Plant America.”

Alva Hutchison of Dagsboro was installed as president of the

Delaware Federation of Garden Clubs in May. She stands

Loveliness.” near magnolia trees planted in Millville's Evans Park through
the efforts of her local club, Gardeners by the Sea.

Under that are two more words: “Cultivate



The “ladybug” theme is even more Coastal Point + Kerin Magill

appropriate for the leader of Delaware’s 20

garden clubs — with a total membership of 663 — because the ladybug has the distinction of being
the state bug, thanks to a second-grade class in Milford in 1974 that campaigned for cocchinella

septempunctata, or the seven-spotted ladybug, to be given the honor.

“l just loved that story,” Hutchison said, “because | believe in the Margaret Meade thing of what a

small group of people can do. So | pulled that ‘loveliness’ term.”

Hutchison honed her mission even further by adding “cultivate,” which she said “is a great verb. It's
an action word, and it has many meanings.” In addition to what it means in gardening parlance, she
said, “It's preparing, it's encouraging, it's connecting. | just felt ‘Plant America; Cultivate Loveliness’
has a lot of depth to it.

“It gives a lot of opportunity for us to grow, and to get programming around,” Hutchison said.

One of her priorities as state president, she said, is to encourage younger people to care about their
environment, “to care where their food comes from. It's an opportunity we have to pass this on to the

next generation.”

While garden clubs of the past were often rather exclusive in membership — even to the point of
requiring sponsors to invite new members — Hutchison said modern garden clubs have moved

toward a much more inclusive and diverse membership philosophy.
“We needed to change in order to become applicable to today’s society,” she said.

Hutchison herself first joined a garden club as a stay-at-home mom on Kent Island, Md., she said.
After she retired from a career with the American Cancer Society, “I knew that | wanted to join a
garden club again.” In 2015, she joined Gardeners by the Sea, for which she served four years as

secretary and four years as president.

In addition, she served as first vice president of the Delaware Federation of Garden Clubs before

being installed as president in May.



Nationally, garden clubs have begun programs targeted to youth, and Hutchison said that, as
president of the state organization, “It's my intent to sort of fan that fire,” to encourage clubs to start

local youth programs.

Her own club, Gardeners by the Sea, works with students at Lord Baltimore Elementary School once

a month.

“They do a science project once a month, a hands-on project. They read a story, and they write in

their journal, so it's multifaceted,” she said.

Statewide, Hutchison is working on development of a garden connected to Dover Air Force Base.

“Dover Air Force Base is the only stateside mortuary” where fallen military service members are

received through what is called “dignified transfer,” she noted.

Some 14 years ago, DAFB officials approached the state garden club organization about developing
a garden for use as a peaceful, welcoming space by families of soldiers as they await the return of

their loved one.

As part of that garden, Hutchison is seeking approval to add a Gold Star Memorial honoring families
of servicemembers who have died in the line of duty. There is currently a local Gold Star Memorial in

Millville’s Evans Park, thanks to the efforts of Gardeners by the Sea.

Another project Hutchison wants to encourage is the planting of red-, white-and-blue gardens across

the state as the nation prepares to celebrate its 250th birthday next summer.

“We are looking at an opportunity to do some signage,” she said, so such gardens are designated as

“Plant America” gardens by the Delaware Federation of Garden Clubs.

The 20 federated garden clubs in Delaware range from the Barefoot Gardeners in Fenwick Island to
clubs in Wilmington. Six southeastern Delaware clubs have joined together to work with DNREC on

landscaping around the newly renovated Biden Center at Cape Henlopen State Park, Hutchinson



said.

Of the former U.S. Navy training facility, Hutchison said, “It was bleak. It was just what you’d expect
a former barracks to look like.” Planters have since been installed, and the clubs plan to add native

plants to the outside of the center.

Sitting in Millville’s Evans Park on a blustery fall day last week, Hutchison pointed to trees around

the park that the Gardeners by the Sea helped obtain and install after the park opened.

“Anytime you can work with other organizations, other resources, with everyone bringing their

expertise to the table, your impact is greater,” Hutchison said. “I just really want to encourage that.”

In addition to planting patriotic gardens, she said she is happy to see national organizations

encouraging cleanup of areas across the country that have been neglected.

“If everybody would pick up so many pieces of litter, what a difference that would make,” she said.



