
February 12, 2021
Zoom Meeting

Call to Order

President Alva Hutchison called the meeting to order and stated that this is the Year of the
Metal Ox (Chinese New Year).  The Ox is strong and so is metal.  We have all grown stronger this
past year.  Alva hopes everyone is celebrating and that you have either received your vaccine or
are about to.

Introduction of New Members and Guests: Karen Plis

We are glad to announce that Lee Blackwood, Chris Coppa and Kathy Vault are now members of
Gardeners by the Sea!  Our guests on the call are Linda Roberts and Dawn Nash.  Our current
membership now stands at 46 and our bylaws indicate we can have 55 active members so keep
on inviting.
Birthdays for the month of February are:  Eileen Quigley (8), Sue Basille (9), Rosemarie
Kistenmacher (10) and Lisa Arni (22). Happy Birthday to all!

Recording Secretary:  Ellen Dowling

Minutes were distributed by email and a correction made in wording for the Community
Project.  The corrected version is on our web site in Members section.

Report of Officers:
President:  Alva Hutchison

Once again, I’d like to thank each of you for the support you are giving to GBTS during this past
year.  You have creatively figured out HOW to continue many of our projects to benefit the
community AND our members.

Way back when – I made a commitment to make a decision about hosting the Horticulture
Specialty Show AND to decide about the Garden Tour and Plant Sale – the proposed fundraisers.
There are MANY elements to feasibility of holding events.  Today I am going to focus on just
ONE – YOUR willingness as a member of GBTS to participate and volunteer for the Flower Show.
AND the second is YOUR willingness to volunteer for the Garden Tour and Plant Sale – both that
will be outside.



Zoom provides an opportunity for a POLL.  It is simply entering a yes or no.  Thank you in
advance.

It will be anonymous – but in good faith - it will be a good gauge whether you as a member
believe YOU will be comfortable to be inside for the Flower Show.

Our second Poll is whether YOU are willing to volunteer for the Garden Tour & Plant Sale –
basically outside.

Vice President:  Maryanne Green

February’s program: Tree and Plant Management -- Jeremy Hager (Founder, Coastal Plant Care)
Jeremy is an ISA Board Certified Master Arborist, ISA Qualified Tree Risk Assessor, Maryland Licensed
Tree Expert and founder of Coastal Plant Care and The Land Care Advisory Group in 2016.  His
background includes trees (preservation, management, pest, and disease plans, etc.), landscaping
(design, installation, irrigation, lighting, master planning, etc.), environmental (wetland surveys and
mitigation, ecological studies, native plant restoration, etc.) and project management and lectures to
corporations, homeowner associations and property managements.

The GBTS Members have been surveyed for their choice of two topics that they wish Jeremy to address
and the two most popular two topics were:
#1) How and when to fertilize new and established trees and shrubs; and 
#2) Proper pruning (when and how) of trees and shrubs.

If you would like to contact Jeremy with any questions, he prefers an email.  His email address is:
jhager@coastalplantcare.com

Other Program Announcements:

East Coast Garden Center:

East Coast Garden Center announces it Kick Off to Spring 2021 Class Series from February 6 thru March
27.  Each class is $10, scheduled for 11 a.m. on Saturdays, and limited to 20 attendees.  Please refer to
the attachment to register.

In addition, we are scheduled for a GBTS workshop at East Coast on “Right Plant / Right Place on March
18th at 11 a.m. that is limited to 20 attendees. Please sign up in “Chat” now to let me know if you will be
attending as RSVPs are due immediately following our meeting.

Also, East Coast Garden Center has extended for the week of March 15th a 20% discount on both Plants
and Hardgoods instead of the standard 10% only off Plants.  Members will receive a one-time-use
coupon closer to the date.

CANCELED: Wednesday, February 24th 11:00 a.m. Peperomia Kokedama Optional Workshop

Corresponding Secretary: Rosemarie Kistenmacher (nothing to report at this time)

Treasurer: Carolyn Clipp  (Alva reported for Carolyn)



Starting Balance $10,300.51
Income – 3 new members’ dues $60

($20 dues for anyone joining after Jan 1st)
Expenses – Landscaping at OVHS – RSC Landscaping ($299.94)
Ending Balance 2/8 $10,060.57

Alva will be working with the Board and the committee chairs for the 2021-22 Budget.
Obviously, we will not have had any fundraising and we have some expenses.  More on the
Budget process by next month.  Our fiscal year runs May 1st thru April 30th.

Committee Reports:

Community Projects: Maureen Eisenhart

Eileen Quigley and Kathy Lesperance thought it would be a nice memorial for Donna Stitz to
have a planting in the gardens at OVHS.  Martha Gallagher reported she is working on a plaque
to present to the board at Ocean View Historical Society and GBTS.  Alva suggested having one
sign that designates a Memorial Garden so that it can be used for others as needed.  Martha
will share her design before taking it to the board of OVHS.   Martha also would like members to
be part of the committee to maintain the areas at OVHS.  Please contact her if interested.

Wreaths for Brandywine Assisted Living: We have been asked to partner with Salt Air
Gardeners along with Coastal, Barefoot and Sussex Gardeners to decorate 10” grapevine
wreaths with spring or patriotic theme for the resident’s doors at Brandywine.  These folks have
been in quarantine and it would boost their spirits. We have 14 to decorate and need to be
completed by March 19 and returned to Alva.  Please contact her if you would like to
participate.  She will deliver them on March 22 to the center.

Membership: Karen Plis

Each year the club has a reception for new members. In the past it has been at someone’s
house. But this year will have to be different due to the pandemic. The membership committee
came up with the idea to go to John West Park sometime in late April or early May...on a warm
day hopefully. We can reserve the pavilion for a day, and a rain date to follow. It is a chance for
us to have personal contact and socialization with our mentees. This is especially important now
since we have only been meeting by zoom. A light picnic lunch would be served. So, we will see
what happens in the following months.  If anyone has any questions, or other ideas please
email me.

Youth: Pat Drizd (was not available)

Alva thanked Pat and her committee for the kits they made for the outreach to children from
GBTS.



Horticulture Moment: Lisa Arni

The Cuphea Vermillionaire plant was selected by Lisa this month.  This plant loves sun, is an
annual (not hardy in our area), easy to care for, loves heat, requires no dead heading and
prefers to be kept moist.  Another fact of this plant is the hummingbirds love the long tube
flowers!  They do well in a flowerpot and you can purchase them at most garden centers.

Announcements:

Karen Plis had two new members share information about themselves.  The members are Chris
Coppa, who is from New Hampshire and moved here full time in September.  The other is Lee
Blackwell who has lived in the area since 2014 and came from Annapolis.  They both love
gardening, and we are glad they are members!
We look forward to getting together in the future and getting to know each other better.

Jean Sewald shared that in January her neighbors were having pruning done in their yard and to
Jean and her husband, Max’s surprise they saw a hummingbird by their Japanese maple by the
deck!  Although hummingbirds hibernate Jean thought maybe the disturbances in the trees may
have caused this bird to fly out.

Adjournment: Alva Hutchison

Keep gardening and planning for spring.  Happy Valentine’s Day!

Active Members are the key to success!!


