
 
 
 
 
 

September 11, 2020  
Zoom Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Call to Order 
 
President Alva Hutchison welcomed all to our September Zoom meeting. Recognized two birthdays this 
month (Carol Bishop and Donna Stitz)  Also thanked members who have sent Donna with notes and 
cards during this difficult journey of treatment for cancer. 
 Today is September 11 – Alva read a poem for remembrance of 9-11 written in 2014 by a teacher,   
Theresa Gaugan. 
 
Minutes: Recording Secretary, Ellen Dowling 
The minutes of our June meeting were distributed by email and posted in the member section of our         
website.  There were no additions or corrections. 
 
Introduction of new members and guests:  Karen Plis  
Laura Martin and Steve Zimmerman, Mary Williford, Margaret Woda (a former member).  Also several 
guests:  Ann Bendersky, Sara Carlson, Kathie Verse, Janet Sabo and David Green 
 
Report of Officers: 
President - Alva Hutchison  
 Our optional programs and workshops for this year with small groups have been updated thanks to 
Maryanne.  New business cards to share with potential members will be sent out.  A “Buzz” newsletter 
was sent out to keep in touch!  We are still working on a pictorial directory to post in members only 
section of our website.  
 
Vice President - Maryanne Green 
Since our speaker, Michele Walfred, Communications Specialist was unable to meet with us in person 
she has provided an informational video and links below to assist you in photographing flowers with 
your Smartphones. 

o Folder link:  
o https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hjl5Sj9YYabPJ88JEudY9q5aDUCEPfjO?usp=sh

aring 
 

o The video link by itself is: 

         https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wxiPxY-pH0t3sfbLAUFliTi0W93Vm0EX/view?usp=sharing 

Thanks to Maureen Ryan for her excellent yearbook and working with revisions. 

Corresponding Secretary – Rosemarie Kistenmacher had nothing to report 

 



Treasurer - Carolyn Clipp  

May starting balance $11,006.80 (expenses $779.43)   Ending balance$10,227.37 

June starting balance $10,227.37 (dues $1,550.00, expenses $440.00)   Ending balance 

$11,337.37 

July starting balance $11,337.37 (dues $170.00, awards $290.00 and $20.00, Expenses 

$40.00 and $51.63) Ending balance $11,725.74 

August starting balance $11,716.74 (dues $140.00 and Expenses $149.00)  

Ending balance $11,716.74 

Carolyn also reminded us about the reimbursement policy form.  It is on our website.   
Use this form with your receipts and approval from committee chair (can be an email) 
and send to Carolyn. 
 
Committee Reports: 

 
 Coastal Cleanup: Thea Chandross  
 
The month of September has been designated at Delaware Coastal Cleanup.  Delawareans and visitors 
are encouraged to pick up trash in neighborhoods, parks, beaches and waterways.  You can document 
your findings and photos in a new online volunteer survey (de.gov/coastalcleanup).  If you would like to 
work as a group contact Thea with your availability and she will see if enough interest to do so.  Also, 
Thea would like more members for the Lord Baltimore cleanup. 

Community Projects: OVHS – Coastal Towns Museum Herb Garden - Martha Gallagher  

Martha has planted an herb garden outside the Historical Society Kitchen.  It has rosemary, hardy herbs, 
begonias and mums for color.  More will be added over time to fill out the garden.   

The November wreath making for the society will not be held due to Bethany Beach cancelling all 
celebrations. 

Horticulture Specialty Show – The Language of Flowers – June 12, 2021 Ellen Dowling 

Ellen thanked the members on the committees and spoke of a timeline that she will send out to the 
team leaders and participants.  Things can change but we have a good idea of dates and times.  All 
members are encouraged to join in with areas of interest as more help will be needed.  The show is at 
the Presbyterian Church in Ocean View and will be June 11-12.  The actual flower show is the 12th but 
the garden and art tour is also on the 11th and all hands-on deck for set up Friday for the Saturday show.  
More to come.   

Garden and Art Tour – June 11 & 12th - Maryanne Green & Connie Ryan 

The Garden and Art Tour team has been working hard on arrangements for the tour.  We have secured 
five gardens: David and Kathy Green, Sara Carlson, Laura Martin and Steve Zimmerman, Jean and Max 
Sewald and Brent and Malinda Baker.   Three confirmed Art Studios:  Gallery One, Antique Prints and 
Ellen Rice Gallery.  Charlie K’s Barbeque will also be available.  Ria Cararro and Laura Martin will hold a 
pre-plant and garden art sale for ticket holders only (11:30am-1pm on June 11 and 12.   Susan Lyons 
with Coastal Point will be working with us on the brochure as we hope to have ads to pay for the 
publication.    



Saturday Salt Air Gardeners will provide coverage for the locations but still need members in the 
gardens for Friday the 11. 

March 1, 2021 board will review the Coved situation at that time for go no go of Flower Show. 

Ria Carraro needs help in getting advertisers for the booklets.  Please contact her if you can assist with 
this need. 

  Plant Sale & Auction - Ria Carraro and Laura Martin 

  Start looking for items to sell including yard art, plants and other gardening items.   

  Hospice Tree:  Alva - Judy Stuhl  

This will be held in Milford at the Hospice center.  This year’s theme is “Safe at Home”.  Judy and     
Brenda will be working on craft kits to distribute to team.  More to come.   
 

 Membership: Karen Plis – Mentoring Program – Printing of Yearbooks  

The New Member Mentor program for those joining the Club.  There is a membership committee for 
this task.  This will ensure consistency and a great experience with our Club.  If you would like to join this 
group contact Karen Plis or the form is on our home page.  At the top of the page, click on guest/join.  It 
is right under the Buzz Newsletter tab.  It can be filled out online and emailed back to 
karenplis@gmail.com   
Karen will be printing out the year book for new members.  If you would like it printed it will be $10 and 
you must contact Karen as soon as possible. 
 

  Website Pictorial Directory:   Cathy Bowen, Maryanne Green 

Website Pictorial Directory:  pictures of our members will be taken Monday September 21 or Tuesday 
September 22 between 1-3 pm at John West Park 32 West Avenue Ocean View.  Park in North parking 
lot by administration building.  Meet Maryanne and Cathy at the circular garden with benches adjacent 
to gazebo for your picture to be taken.   If you need assistance call Maryanne at 703-307-5669. 

 

  Yearbook: Maureen Ryan  

Maureen requests you look at individual setting and your committee for any changes.  Please contact 
her by September 18.  Maureen will continue updating calendar pages as DFGB or CAR makes them as 
well as new members. 

 

  Horticulture Moment: Pat Drizd –  
    
 Spoke briefly as to what is a horticulture moment.  It can be the sharing of a plant, where you can 
purchase them, new techniques or new items in gardening or anything of interest in gardening to share. 
Pat gave a container plant challenge to the group.  She had a “Red Gold Chinese Evergreen” plant.  She 
states it likes benign neglect.  Asked for four members to take a plant and repot and nurture it till March 
to use in the Flower Show.  The pot must be in an 8” diagonal pot that highlights the plant not the pot.   
Volunteers were:  Maggie Baker, Ann McKinney, Barbara Ware and Martha Gallagher.   
    



  

 Announcements:   

Pat Drizd stated Lord Baltimore volunteer policy for this year will not be happening.    If you have any 
alternatives for youth this fall let her know. 

Ellen stated Freeman Stage is doing a fall Young Audience series each Wednesday evening from 4:30-
5:30pm beginning September 16 through October 28.  It is targeted for children through grade 3 and will 
offer a rotation of storytelling, music, visual arts, dance and movement.  Please give a wide distribution. 

Fall YA Series Flyer 2020 9.10.20.pdf  

Alva will share the National newsletter with youth activities also. 

  Mark your Calendars – June meeting is Friday, June 4 

 October will be virtual with a Zoom meeting   

  And beyond that we are still wait and see.  As of today, the OV Presbyterian church is    NOT open for 
use of their halls. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ellen Dowling 


