
December 8, 2017
Just Hooked, Fenwick Island

Gardeners by the Sea held our holiday luncheon at Just Hooked in Fenwick Island, DE.  
Members and guests ordered from the menu with separate checks.

President Jean Sewald called the meeting to order for a brief business meeting was held 
following the luncheon.  Jean read with regret a resignation letter from Susan Tracy.  Susan has 
travel plans which make it impossible to fulfill the obligations.  Susan has made wonderful 
contributions to the Lord Baltimore youth program.

Membership chair Maureen Eisenhart introduced two guests: Sally Melvin, a guest of Marilyn 
Adams and Barbara Ware, a guest of Alva Hutchison.  This is the second meeting for both 
ladies and they are now eligible for membership.

Pat Fulton, Parliamentarian, presented a seconding reading for a change in the By-Laws for 
Article 5, Section 1 which allows officers to serve two consecutive 2 year terms. The motion was 
voted and approved.  See attachment.

Charity:  Instead of a gift exchange, members of the Club were urged to provide a monetary 
donation to the Food Bank of Delaware. (Following the meeting, Jean announced that we 
collected a very generous donation of $525.00.)

The November minutes were distributed by email.  There were no additions or corrections.  The 
minutes were approved as distributed.

Welcome Design: Ria Carraro brought 2 Yule Logs.  Alva Hutchison explained the mechanics to 
decorate a log with greens for the holidays.  Ria suggested using a split piece of firewood about 
18 inches long.  Hammer two nails on the top to hold a piece of soaked oasis and create the 
design.

Horticulture Moment:  Jean Sewald shared information about Poinsettias. Poinsettias are 
thought to be toxic however that is rare and the poisonous is greatly exaggerated.  Pat Drizd 
shared that the milky sap from the plant removed a wart on her mother.  Place your plant in a 
sunny window or bright light.  To keep your poinsettias looking good in your home this holiday 
season maintain the temperature and when the soil feels dry, water thoroughly but do not allow 
the plant to sit in water. 

Hospice Tree:  chair Brenda Wimperis thanked the committee for their work on Hospice Tree 
project.  The committee decorated the tree on Tuesday, November 28th.  The groups is already 
talking about a theme for next year.  Brenda has agreed to chair again next year.

President Jean Sewald read a letter from the Women Civic Club of Bethany Beach that they are 
making a $150 donation to GBTS Lord Baltimore Elementary project.  The donation will be 
presented at their January meeting.  Pat Drizd shared that the proposal was to provide books 



for the 2nd grade classroom which doesn’t have our program.  

Ways and Means: Pat Milstead urged us to mark our calendars for the Tea will be held on April 
27th at Cripple Creek Country Club. 

Sheryl Swed announced that Piet Oudolf will be returning to the Delaware Botanic Gardens to 
oversee additional planting in April and again in June.

To add to the festivities, Jean held a door prize raffle of a variety of lovely poinsettias, purchased 
at Peppers Nursery.

Maureen Ryan announced the program in January will be Eyepopping Designs for Your Home, 
by Mary Noel and Jackie McPeak.  Mary and Jackie’s creative designs will feature items around 
your home other than flowers.

The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Alva Hutchison,
Secretary

 




