
 

 
May 10, 2019 
Salted Vines Winery, Frankford 
 
Call to Order and Welcome: President, Lisa Arni 
 
Introduction of New Members: Membership Chair, Maureen Eisenhart 
There are no guests this month. 
 
Minutes: Recording Secretary, Alva Hutchison 
The minutes of the April meeting were distributed.  Hearing no additions or corrections, the 
minutes will be filed as distributed. 
 
Report of Officers: 
President, Lisa Arni 
Gardeners by the Sea will be celebrating its 15 year anniversary in September 2019.  The 
founding president is now back in the position of Club President!  Lisa encouraged members to 
take an active role in the organization, to invest your talents, to invite others to join and to have 
FUN! “They say laughter makes you young – let’s all go back in time and let’s start now”. 
 
Lisa announced that Bea Nelson has accepted the appointed position of Parliamentarian.  
 
Lisa will contact Committee Chairs prior to each meeting to establish the meeting agenda.  She 
requests the chairs send their committee report to her before the meeting and also send a copy 
to the recording secretary, Alva Hutchison, for the minutes. 
 
Lisa reminded members that attendance is expected and counted for participating in the entire 
meeting and program.  Full membership requires members to attend a minimum of 5 out of 
our 10 meetings of the fiscal year and to actively participate on committees and Club projects. 
 
Treasurer, Kathy Lesperance for Carolyn Clipp  
Report for May 2019: Beginning balance $ 9,399.30 
 Deposits consisted of dues and Mt. Cuba trip 
 Expenses were for various committees, insurance and Mt Cuba trip (which have not 
cleared the bank yet*) 
Ending balance in checking account:  11,098.44 – *Actual in checking approximately $ 9,300.00 
 



Reminder that our annual dues were due May 1st.  Please pay now to keep your membership 
active.  $35 for Members, $45 for Associate Members.  Send dues to KATHY LESPERANCE, 
ACTING TREASURER, 31679 Ajewell RD, Dagsboro, DE 19939. 
 
Parliamentarian, Lisa Arni – Bylaw changes and Standing Rules 
See attached: The proposed Bylaw and Standing Rules were read at the last meeting and then 
distributed to the membership by email. Lisa read the proposed changes to ARTICLE V dividing 
the responsibilities of the Secretary, creating the Corresponding Secretary.  It also clarifies the 
Recording Secretary will cast a unanimous ballot of the membership for the election of officers if 
there is only one candidate for each office.  APPROVED 
Standing Rule #1 – change social time to noon.  Standing Rule #1 states that the Meeting time 
may be governed and changed by the President or Executive Board.  The Social time will begin 
at noon, striking 12:30.  She clarified that it is not mandatory to arrive at noon.  The social 
committee will prepare set up for refreshments to begin at 12:30 and the meeting called to 
order at 1, with program before or after the meeting.  
 
 
Committee Reports: 
Awards: New chair needed to replace Donna Gray. Monetary funding does come with 
recognition from Award winners. Last year, GBTS received about $300 from awards.  Donna 
has agreed to stay in the position until another chair is identified.  She reminded chairs to send 
photos of their events and to edit the photos before forwarding to the Chair.  See attached for 
further clarification about DFGC Award program. Forms and more information are available on 
DFGC website.   
 
Community Projects: Maureen Eisenhart –  
Blue Star Memorial Highway Markers is a project of the National Federation of Garden Clubs 
and started after WWII to honor all men and women who serve in the US Armed Forces.  
There are markers all across the country. There are very specific guidelines from NGC for the 
sign and the dedication.  The committee is proposing placing a marker on RT 1 near the 
National Guard base. Rt. 1 is state highway.  Maureen has spoken with Rep Ron Gray and he is 
in favor.  The plan is to approach Mayor of Bethany for support and approval.  The sign is 
ordered through NGC’s supplier and costs $1600.  We hope to secure grants and donations for 
the funding. The area around the sign needs to be landscaped and there was discussion about 
possibilities.  It would be wonderful to have the dedication ceremony during Operation SEAs 
the Day Sept 3-8, 2019. 
Motion for Project presented for vote: Linda Eaton and seconded by Kathy Lesperance. 
Approved. 
(Following the meeting the parliamentary procedure was corrected.  Linda is an Associate 
Member and Associates cannot vote or make a motion.  However, since this motion actually 
came from committee, it shows that more than one person wants the proposal to be heard and 
does not need a motion from the floor or to be seconded. The Motion just needs to be voted.  
Therefore, the Vote of approval stands.) 
 
Ocean View Historical Society is anxious to partner with us on projects. Discussion about 
possible partnerships. OVHS holds a holiday event in the Park and at the complex.  They 
requested we participate making wreaths.  The Board suggested a holiday swag project, 
perhaps including a workshop with members of OVHS and GBTS.  Maureen and Alva will meet 



with the OVHS leadership about this and other possibilities, such as an herb garden at the new 
developing Coastal Towns museum on West Avenue. 
 
Community Projects Committee volunteers:  Maureen Eisenhart, Alva Hutchison, Sandra Lopez, 
Donna Stitz, and Carol Bishop 
 
Garden Therapy: Sandra Lopez  
Garden Therapy meets the on the second Thursday of the month with the seniors at the Pyle 
Center.  The group meets again in October.  Sandra thanked all who participate. 
 
Hospice Tree: Brenda Wimperis  
Judy Stuhl will join Brenda and serve as co-chair.  Last year’s committee chose an Elf theme for 
2019.  Judy and Brenda will select 10 decorations and buy supplies for the committee 
members to make at workshops held in September & October at the home of Brenda Wimperis. 
 
Membership: Maureen Eisenhart 
We currently have 15 open spots to fill our quota of members.  Although members are 
bringing in new members, it is not keeping up with our turn-over.  Discussion about being 
intentional to raise awareness of our Club, seeking more publicity and perhaps holding an open 
interest meeting.  We need a new Publicity Chair! 
 
Scholarship: Lisa Arni  
Our scholarship winner, Caitlin Molnar, will attend our June Meeting.  GBTS granted a $2000 
scholarship.  Lisa will contact the college to clarify our expectations for GBTS scholarship 
funding. 
 
Ways and Means: Ria Carraro 
Mt. Cuba, organized by Kathy Lesperance….45 attendees and we made $547.  Thank you to all 
that came and a special thanks to Kathy. 

  
Dine & Donate at Northeast Seafood last night.  It was well attended, including a large crowd 
from Salt Pond!  We made $219 between the 50/50 (which Jerry Dorfman won!!!) and the 
Garden Caddy.  Ria was waiting for response from the winner of the Garden Caddy.  The 
restaurant donation is yet to be determined. Northeast will donate 10% of sales to our Club. 

  
The annual Plant Sale is at our June meeting.  Pat Milstead has graciously agreed to be our 
auctioneer extraordinaire.  Please remember to bring plants from your garden or purchased 
plants and/or a garden related item.  These should be items that you would appreciate 
receiving or would consider giving as a gift.  Minimum starting bid is $5 and the auctioneer can 
determine the starting bid higher depending on the item. Remember, this is a fund-raiser! 
Members are encouraged to bring guests.  Kindly let our Hospitality chair, Sallie Melvin, know 
the number of guests expected, so we have adequate pizza.  Karen Plis agreed to provide 
Gluten-free pizza. 

  
Melinda Lindy from Bethany Beach town gardens has once again given us tulip bulbs to sell at 
our plant sale.  Linda Eaton, Janet Thomas, Ellen Dowling, Carol Bishop & Kathy Lesperance are 
drying them out and cleaning them up in order to sell at our plant sale.  They will be 10 bulbs 
/bag at $5. Thank you to them for helping make a large job seem small. 



 
Youth: Pat Drizd 
Next week is the last class of the year for the 2nd graders.  The lesson is planned about the Red 
knot migratory birds and the important role of the eggs of our horseshoe crabs in their journey.  
The LBES principal, Pamela Webb, saw Pat and commended how much the children benefit from 
our programs.  There is an interest to form a youth garden group after school with 4th graders.  
Our committee will explore the possibilities. 
 
Horticulture: Pat Drizd – Achillea, Yarrow 
Pat brought in a yarrow plant that she recently purchased.  It is a plant that is most often 
propagated.  It likes full sun and does best in well-drained soil.  Yarrow is used as an herb.   
It is commonly used as a medicinal herb that can treat the bleeding of minor wounds.  During the 
Civil War it was used on the battle fields to stop bleeding from the injuries of the war. On the 
non-medicinal side, yarrow herb is an astringent, soothing the skin.  The aromatic fragrance made 
the yarrow a flower that was included in tussie mussies, used to cover body odors throughout 
history.  Lisa reminded us that the yarrow flower can be dried and then painted and is allowed for 
floral designs. 

 
Hospitality: Sallie Melvin.   
Sallie thanked today’s coordinator Brenda Wimperis and the hostesses, Judy Stuhl, Ellen 
Dowling, Bea Nelson, Thea Chandross, Pat Milstead and Sandra Lopez.  Jean Sewald was at the 
Welcome Table. 
Sally remind the membership to sign up as hostesses for 2019-2020. 
 
South Coastal Library Beach and Bay Cottage Tour – Alva Hutchison 
Alva announced that we are coordinating the hostesses for Wednesday, July 24th at the Boyd 
home in Bethany West.  It is suggested that we provide 9 volunteers per shift, morning and 
afternoon.  Alva thanked all who have signed up.  More information will be available after she 
attends the meeting of the Tour coordinators in June. 
 
New Business: President, Lisa Arni – GBTS Flower Show June 2020 
Lisa proposed holding a Horticulture Specialty Flower Show in June, 2020.  This Show does not 
include the Design Division.  It features only Horticulture Division and at least 2 educational 
exhibits.  Discussion was encouraged.  Members of GBTS excel and are knowledgeable in the 
area of horticulture. The purpose of a Flower Show is to educate club members and the viewing 
public, to stimulate interest in horticulture and for publicity about our Club as well as the goals 
and objectives of NGC.  A concern was expressed that during the preparation of our last Show 
every meeting was dominated with discussion about the Show.  The Board had discussed and 
has resolved not to allow that to happen.  After further discussion, Rosemarie Kistenmacher 
made a motion to hold a Horticulture Specialty Show in June 2020. The motion was seconded by 
Donna Gray. The votes cast was unanimous.  Lisa announced that Ellen Downing and Judy 
Stuhl have accepted the role of Chairs for the Show.  They are working to identify possible 
location and the scope of the Show: considering the options yet to be determined of garden 
tour, special speaker, plant sale, etc.  Thank you ladies! 
 
Announcements:  



Delaware Botanic Gardens – Peggie Ravida reminded members to support the garden with our 
time and donations.  They are seeking funding for the plants along the entry drive into the 
Garden. 
 
Delaware Federation of Garden Clubs meeting is June 19th, starting at 9:30.  Modern Maturity 
Center, 1121 Forrest Ave., Dover, DE 19904.  The deadline for registration for the June meeting 
is before Friday June 7th. Members who want to attend the June 19 DFGC meeting must register 
with our acting treasurer KATHY LESPERANCE, 31679 Ajewell RD, Dagsboro, DE 19939. 
The cost for the day is $30 which includes breakfast items, meeting, lunch and flower show.  
Maureen Eisenhart, Awards Chair, and Lisa Arni, Past President, will be presenting the DFGC, 
CAR and NGC Awards at this meeting.  Plan to attend! 
 
A Gardeners Notebook - NGC Horticulture Specialty Show presented by DFGC in cooperation 
with Delaware Judges Council, 1-2 p.m. following the meeting on June 19th.  This is a great 
opportunity to participate in and see the type of Flower Show we are holding next June.  
Come! Enter! Enjoy! 
 

 A Gardeners Notebook, ALL members attending are asked to bring up to 5 horticulture entries 
based on the schedule sent out to our members previously.  They will need to be well groomed 
and have a NGC entry card filled out before entering.  There will be cash prizes for the most 
entries per club.  See Lisa Arni if you need more information and the NGC entry cards. 

 
Central Atlantic Region of State Garden Clubs Annual Conference will be held in Delaware in 
October 2020. The theme is Come Together in Delaware.  Every club and member is invited to 
participate in planning, hosting, and attending this very special event where garden club 
members will come together from Delaware, Maryland, National Capital Area, New Jersey, New 
York, Ohio and Pennsylvania. 
 
GBTS is providing a basket to be raffled at the June DFGC meeting for additional funds for 
quality speakers for the Conference.  Maureen Eisenhart announced that since we are at a 
winery today, perhaps consider purchasing a bottle of wine to add to the basket.  Sue Basille 
agreed to put our basket together.  If you have items for the basket, please get to Sue as soon 
as possible. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Program: Following the meeting, staff from Salted Vine Winery held an educational tour of the 
vineyards.  The tour was very informative.  Because they’re a small vineyard, a lot of the 
processes are done by hand.  They hand pick the grapes.  They have had trouble with deer 
eating their white grapes and will use a different procedure this year. The tour was followed by 
a tasting for those who wished to participate. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Alva Hutchison 

Secretary 
 



Delaware Federation of Garden Clubs Award Program 

Donna Gray, GBTS Awards Chair:  I am responding to your inquiry about garden club awards presented 
by Federated Garden Clubs. These awards are presented once a year at their June meeting.  I attended 
the 2018 presentation and accepted the awards for our club as the GBTS Awards Chair for that year and 
will attend this year for awards for 2019.  I submit Applications along with pictures and write ups 
submitted to me by the various chairs of our committees.   

The Award Certificates were submitted to the club so I do not have them.  We received $300 for our 
club in 2018 and our treasurer’s report verified this 
 

 
Maureen Eisenhart, DFGC Awards Chair 

 
First, applications must be submitted to the DFGC Awards Chair by November 11th. 
 
Second, permission is given by the DFGC Awards chair to extend that deadline for Holiday projects only. 
 
Third, all applications are divided into size of club so the competition is the same range of members. 
 
Fourth, a judging committee consisting of members from a range of size clubs to evaluate the 
applications.  No judge will evaluate their club applications.  The judges, usually 3 people, will 
evaluate the applications as first, second, third and Honorable Mention. 
 
Fifth, the first place winners will be evaluated again to see if they are worthy to move on to National or 
Central Atlantic awards.  National Award applications must be sent by January 1st.  CAR-SGC award 
applications date is April 30th. 
 
Sixth, at the National Garden Club Convention in April, our club is presented with the winners.  At the 
DFGC’s June luncheon the DFGC’s President and Awards Chair present each club with their applications 
and monetary winnings.  The CAR-SGC awards are not received until the October convention of the 
following year from the November 11th deadline. 
 
The monetary amounts for each first, second, etc. are determined by the DFGC’s budgeted amount for 
awards. The amount for first place is the highest and decreases according to the placement.  (Currently 
the awards are First Place $35 is awarded, Second Place - $25, Third Place - $15 and Honorable Mention 
- $10.)   There are special monetary awards from DFGC such as: President’s Award of Excellence which 
we won last year, Landscaping Design, etc.   National and the Central Atlantic have their own Award 
Program.  If a Club wins NGC or CAR recognition, the winning Club receives any money associated with 
that award.  Delaware Federation of Garden Clubs might submit an application representing the State 
to CAR or NGC for an award and if honored, DFGC would receive the associated money. 

 

 



Proposed bylaw and Standing Rules Changes 5/19 

 

 

ARTICLE V - (OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE BOARD DUTIES) 

Section 1. The officers shall be President, Vice-President, Recording  Secretary, 

Corresponding Secretary , Treasurer, and appointed Parliamentarian. They shall be 

elected at the biennial meeting in March for a term of two (2) years. All Officers may 

elect to serve two consecutive terms (a total of four (4) years). The term of office shall 

begin at the May meeting. The Parliamentarian shall be appointed by the President. 

 

Section 2 . The  Recording  Secretary shall take the minutes of the meeting and keep 

records of the meetings of the club and shall be custodian of all records and papers 

pertaining  to the minutes.  (strike) The secretary shall conduct all correspondence and 

keep all letters on file. 

 

(add) 

Section 3.  The Corresponding Secretary shall handle all communication requested by 

the President or other Officers and send correspondence and other notices by 

electronic communication and/or mail and keep all letters on file.  The records will be 

transferred to successor.    

 

Section 4 . Election of Officers, excluding the Parliamentarian, shall be held at the 

biennial meeting in March. If there is more than one (1) candidate for the 

same office, election shall be by ballot and a majority vote shall elect. If there 

is only one (1) candidate for each office, the Recording  Secretary shall cast a 

unanimous ballot of the membership for the election of Officers 

 

 

Standing Rules proposed changes: 

 

1. Meeting time may be governed and changed by the President or Executive Board 

due to unknown factors. Currently social time will begin at 12:30 p.m. Program 

speakers have the option of beginning their programs at 1 p.m. or 2 p.m. Meetings will 

be held either before or after program, depending on speaker’s preference 

 

Strike 12:30 p.m. and replace with 12:00 Noon 
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